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A Preliminary Experiment into The Practical Use of Tools
for The Detection of Errors in Texts

Hideki SHIMOMURA, Takako SAKAI, Mitarou'NAMIKI,
Masaki NAKAGAWA and Nobumasa TAKAHASHI

Dep. of Computer Science, Faculty of Technology
Tokyo University of Agricultﬁre and Technology

This study examines, (l)human’s ability to detect errors in text and,
(2)the beneficial or detrimental effect of error detection tools to this
ability. Japanese Subjects were instructed to read text containing errors
under usual conditions or using the error detection tools From this exper1ment
it can be seen that Japanese can only detect 1/3 of errors, and that certain
types of errors are difficult to detect. The beneficial effect of error
detection tools and the detrimental effect due to their imperfection have also

been revealed.
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