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THE ROLE OF HETAPHOR IN COGNITIVE INTERFACE

Takashi Kusumi
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Interface metaphors are divided into two types. The first, which includes
metaphor, analogy, persohification and synesthesia connect two different domains
(e. g., desktop metaphor 1is mapping between the real desktop world and the
computer environment). The second, including metonymy and synecdoche are
principles of icon design(e.g., Folder icon represénts documents, which is based
on part-whole metonymy). The role of interface metaphors helps increase
familiarity with the computer environment due to mapping., because of the prior
knowledge that novices have of other domains. Use of a single metaphor in human
interface may induce oversimplification and omission; The understanding of

more complex computer environments achieved by multiple metaphors.
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