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HYPERNETWORK, A VISION OF REGIONAL INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE
Yukitsugu Fujino

Institute for HyperNetwork Society
51-8 Higashi Kasuga-cho, Oita City, Oita 870 JAPAN

The term "hypemetwork" was first coined in the fall of 1989 by the members of a Japanese computer
conferencing system, COARA, located in Oita Prefecture, to reflect the configuration resulting from
the convergence of computer-mediated communication and hypermedia --text, voice, motion and

still picture-- taking place around the world.

We propose to call the next generation of networks in both technological and sociological contexts
"hypemetworks". In technological context they will provide more bandwidth and capability to handle a
wide range of media, forming the information infrastructure to support the global activities of not only
industrial enterprises in the wealth game but also intelprises in the wisdom game.
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