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Consequence of Estimated Future about the PalmTop and Information Reservoir

Consideration about Business Model

Tomoshi Hirayama

Sony Corporation, CNC, Technology and Strategy Division

I have reported about functions of the Palrn"l‘op computer as a personal mobile
information management tool at the study group of Information Media Ecology in
1991. At the report I predicted that information terminals such as the PalmTop
would become a remote controller of the vast information storage network or the
information reservoir network in the future. With this paper I start to survey
consequence of the prediction and try to reconsider about understanding business
model as a driving force to spread devices and their system environments that I have
pointed in the report. I recognized that the business model is one of important
elements of ecology of contents and services. Devices and their system environments

should be actually regarded as only vehicles for contents and services.
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