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A new content distribution method
utilizing popularity figures that can reward content creators appropriately
Haruhiko FUJII and Osamu SHIONOIRI

NTT Information Sharing Platform Laboratories, NTT Corporation

The conventional content distribution method cannot prevent illegal peer-to-peer (P2P) sharing of non-copy-protected data on
compact disks (CDs). And any copy protection scheme will soon be analyzed, and the content data will be shared among many
people by P2P. Almost all users like free non-copy-protection methods because of their convenience. Our method regards all
contents as collective property. So users are free to make copies and are not metered for usage, but are charged a flat rate. The
control server tracks usage and generates popularity figures from the player software on the user’'s computer, and distributes
appropriate rewards based on the popularity of the content. This method gives users usability comparable to non-copy-protection
methods, so if enough people use our method, the flat-rate fee become reasonably low and there will be no economical motivation
for illegal copying. And it is compatible with any P2P scheme, and can distribute rewards corresponding to the estimated amount
of usage to creators whose content has been illegally copied.
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