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- The Possibility of Competitive Advantages arising from Branding Technology Patents -
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As the world rapidly globalizes and becomes borderless, international competition around intellectual property,

such as technology patents, has been intensifying. Also, an American-style business system called “global
standard” has been spreading over the world. Under such circumstances, Japan has to continue offering'products
and services with further value added, in order to maintain and strengthen its international competitiveness
in the 21st century. To achieve this goal, Japanese companies have to break away from traditional patent
strategies attaching too much importance to Domestic market. Instead, they mustwglobalize their base for
manufacturing and consumption, and develop their intellectual property from a global point of view. A drastic
change in their ways of thinking is required, from traditional patent strategies emphasizing acquisition and

maintenance of patents to a new strategy creating‘ intellectual property. This study proposes branding as a way

of accumulating patent information. The branding will serve as a device to strategically accumulate information
on added value of patents as a high-quality memory, instead of stopping at acquisition and maintenance of
patents that are main components of intellectual property. This study will look into a possibility of

competitive advantages arising from branding technology patents.
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