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On Speclation of Legal Protection Methods of Contents

in a Broad Sense of Enterprises and Universities

Kiyoshi NAKANO+1

In so-called contents business, advanced payment is popular as a payment rule. Therefore, brands
to assure qualities of products (contents) are significant. Meanwhile, there are limits in legal protection
of contents. The first limit is finiteness of a protection period. One of a literary work is 50 years from the
death of the author. One of a patented invention is 15years from the registration. These two types of
works can be called as "intellectual assets to be commoditized". The second limit is a difficulty to prevent
unauthorized copying. However, organizations can transfer the values of "intellectual assets to be
commoditized"”, e.g. contents to technology brands or organization brands. Then they can enforce
competition powers of non-duplicable goods by the brand. Examples of such kind of organizations are R
& D oriented enterprises and universities. Non-duplicable goods sold by the former are technologies
itself or industrial products, and ones sold by the latter are academic degrees. In cases of technologies,
they name technologies with technology brands and control the usages of the brands with the law which

permits semi-permanent renewal of trade/service marks.
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