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Conflicts between the cultural diffusion and

the intellectual properties protection

YAMADA Shoji

International Research Center for Japanese Studies
National Institutes for the Humanities

Some discrepancies exist between the values that human culture has been diffused over time and space with
transfigurations and the sense of values of recent intellectual properties (IP) protection. In this article,
I propose some new view points for IP protection, on the basis of the cultural studies. First, I describe
”the generalized model of cultural transmission,” applying Shannon’s information theory. This model
emphasizes the following two points: the sender’s encoding ”code book” and the receiver’s decoding ”code
book” are incompatible in cultural transmission; the ”code books” are dynamically overwritten through
the cultural transmission. Next, I describe ”the civilization model around Japan.” This model defines a
relationship among Japan, the West, and Asia. It has a multi-layered structure: longing, overcoming, or
servility to the West ; despisement, coercion, or domination to Asia. Japanese people and goverment after
the Meiji period, thus far, keep the view of civilization presented in the model. Japanese discourses of
international IP protection are revealed to successing ”the civilization model around Japan.” I introduce
some recent examples of this point: e.g., Japanese TV dramas affect Asian young people through pirated
VCDs. Finally, after the analysis of the fact that the pirated contents have been playing an important
role as a powerful infrastructure for the distribution of Japanese culture, I point out the necessity of

reconsidering the principles of IP protection, avoiding the inhibition of cultural diffusion.
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