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The Vote of the Japanese Citizens Abroad in terms of Cyber-Democracy

Akira Ide
Kinki University

The Japanese Supreme Court judged, on Sept. 14" 2005, the current Public Offices Election Law, which excludes
the Japanese citizens abroad from voting in a Lower House Election about single-seat constituencies and an Upper
House Election about a local constituency, was violating the Constitution. According to the Supreme Court, the
current restriction on Japanese citizens abroad is unconstitutional in view of the current development of the ICT,
which enables citizens abroad to obtain accurate information about public election. In this paper, this specific
judgment of the Supreme Court will be examined in terms of the current discussions about ICT, focusing on the
issues of “appropriateness” of political information and the means for its transmission. This examination is expected

to lead to the consideration about the relationship between the ICT and democracy.
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