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Recently, the Internet based communities are increasing their importance in many
aspects of everyday life, however, how to retain confidence among the participants
which may facilitate the activity and sustainability of communication, is the key ques-
tion for many community leaders. In this study, we paid attention to the value ex-
changing processes in the community, which had been described as "reciprocity” in
past studies. In an socioethology based experiment in a commercial virtual world with
comparison to a control group has been conducted and the mechanism of ” reciprocity”
in a community has been analyzed. Also, the socioethological experiments in the vir-
tual world has been found to be a powerful tool for participative community based
studies.
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