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Distinctive feature extraction by back propagation neural networks for
recognition-of Japanese vowels
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Abstract Back-propagation neural networks, though are powerful in discrimination, are less useful in feature
extraction. The difficulties come from the black-box characteristics; connections and units are redundantly
equipped to help faster learning, and the inner hidden units are developed starting from random initial
weights. Those learned hidden-netwoks show distributed features, which produces a mere vague image
instead of a clearcut of the neural network’s function. This paper extracted the essential skeleton of the
network and therefore the feature structure. We applied this principle to the distinctive feature theory of
Japanese vowel, as a hypothesis of phonology. ‘We could show physical evidence by composing a neural
network to discriminate vowels based on the combination of distinctive features.

WX key words Teural networks, distinctive feature, recognition of Japanese vowels, structure analysis,

feature extraction



1 RU®HIC

POTEE TR AVAREOMETL, —a—-F MGy PEIWwLERHEHIIH L TER
HEWEWSIAELS, SHRARCHEULABEO RS- VRBEL L, BRUWCIHVLIRE, LA
L. 22— 9%y PRRUATH- T, BHAMH, BFCHCOAZ I LRRI LTV RV,
BEE 22— Viy NOAHBLERNIBOMOBIZ, BRBLWIETIHENS L) 120 AT,
HMHOBEBOATHEESNDE 7Ty 7Ky 7 AT L2 adol. BITEHEBICLTVWIREAEL, B
LB OB EET YV A5 2 TwEIEE, TERRZ 2T VAY POBEELH S, TOLD
Py FOBEEASASICRY, BEIEYSATICHEELEL VL, AFETEIARLOD
HE 4+ EF L, £H SR 3y PEEFBEBE TSI LICEo T, Za—JF VvAy M2 X ST

BEZELPICL, FHRBEOBRIT 21T 2o 70

BELT, BEOAUERBRIC-a— TV Ay P2 EAL, EFFLORMELCOFIRNY

za—FVEAv POBRIC Lo THIH L %

2 FRIFEHE
ELIBEORERNY
i[9 alijufe]o
compact(+)/diffuse(—) || + | — | — | + | +
grave(+)/acute(—) +l -4+ =]+
flat(+)/plain(—) - + +

FUEEEZ T, BR L 22 HRIEEOETT
WMOBEL, ZORNEEVPEHAEGDLE- T,
SEEIRY)I->TVBLEEZTVD, RET
HHABSBE L, ZRCERO D 50 F M.
compact([] Bi)/diffuse(d B). grave(#% ¥)/acute(Fl
%), flat(MH B)/plain(FEHE) 22w TH I )
B, REROATLEBNLEREEL TS,
Jakobson 5 D FH A EHBEHIC L 258 FOHKRE

FUIRTo & B, fie/ dflat/plain D FH L FH- v, BHL, EUHBERIBLARREEIN TS, 8
CHEBIZO VTR, COFROZLUHELBRAORBIIH ZH,. T I Tid—# & L TJakobson 5

DEFRE BT

3 Za—FWxy b

NLT R
1 FRERECLI2BERKAY b

AT, HIoOEBE —=-I vy bz HV
5, BEEFHVWALERE L TX, BIINEEL
EHRT 2, FPTNTYXLPEEILENTVTE
RWFEBENEET S, WBHBETH 20 THRAE
DBWHERES. ¥PHFohd, HIo=ax—7 V3
Yy FPOBEOHIZELDERXT A2 ELBATY
b, BEOEBOZEHII., XKOBNWTH D, AN
BILEIBEOARZ PV RF—V 2525, vH
BLELB)TH, BEARI VRS-V DT T
AFY T EFTEI BHL, 2=y PEIEHF T+
BEIMIIOWTIE, BE, EBRFTH L5, Kk
MEBORMMEEZ ZOB TR ). —BTHIHIZ

SVTHERT LI, EHAEEMBLAERTRAL TV, PHE2E32=y P25 %
D. RUEM(ED L=y b D 5 compact/diffuse, grave/acute, flat/plain) i X} i & &5 2 & *EX
LTwd, Chit. 5EBE*3Ey hOBFEB UL I-THBFTLIBBTHELRET I EHFTE
o ATEBAPLIOBEELBBCHUELORBRNBEHBMT 5, CORNFOBRERIIOW
TREBT 2, UTOBEITREBAVOHMERY FT7—2Thh, MOHHL 2. HIEI,
RARBOSRE(ENI=y b2 5 faineo/) KRB LT, 0, LEXTTYANKEHEMT— Y &5 2
T, BMEAEBRET T L, FUERB(FHE)LBERNBMAB LOoB(COMZRERIE
FRS)OBBICEHBESL VS, ThbDL, IhLOBOEI=Y FMEHLPLDTET S



BT TYPREoTVD, TO0D, flat/plaint =y B F /fie/ DHICEREIBE VLV Z LT
BEFEELTVDE, fO200FHL=y MiZowTd, HEDEABRKTEE. T30 E
DEZFIEoT, 5L LDHEEL TV 5,

4 Za—-FNxy FPOZEBILSLBEADHRK

EFZFLORBLELTOANEENFDLIFET L0425, Z2a—FViy POEZIZLo
T, ARTTBRBRELTOBERJNFTEICL L LRI, AUEEB(FPHEB2) I, THEF IR
TH2LZY PP RRAINLZETTHS, COB, fINLFHELICLE{HHBHICEZT ST 20T,
AV PI-ONEREEROLHMEICIo T, ERNT2EHR I =y M ARBRIhZ20IIEKICHE
Ehv, 2010, TZEREROZERZEAT %,

4.1 BERHNEOHZDERK ITR. BERUBESO Ay PN EEVT, RUEM
DHATIESSBEREFETLT L) T bbELIH
BLTHEEKONS05, —EHRHIX0525005 v Fak
BEEANELTE L, BAHCRHET28BSOARALE LIt
0T 2EBTEELE TOMRBTELRy FPOBEARK
WEODNPHELIL S L 2ETH B,

INA T A
2BEHRIB Ay b

4.2 EMBEERS RIZHEID Ay e B, FHEIELicAXRY b
. VhLEE RUEETHMMETIZ2ER T4

grave e oo 2B (% T E 500 ) O E AR K E O &

. O pen Hi7IE F 13, compact/diffuse 25X 5. grave/acute ° X 6.

OUTE  fat/plain 2B 7. (a). (b). (c) 1 &N 2 OUT
B. HIDE., INBOHTH %, Z2o0R#HEILZ
HDE  nozh, 97.9%. 99.2%, 985% Td h, A7
PV LEBETHBTETVwD EEDR S,
INE 50 TRIEB20L, 5F2=y FO@EIKE
. (e Zo2=y rOHIDRBOEAEEE%
RTo SHIK@TRFHMBLOS 13F 2=y |
M3 ZEHEHEMmdty b DERKEL, (QIEFD21=y FOINBOE &
REEEZ RS ERBEBEORFTEIKELZ222y Pt BBIUCE>THUEREZESDOT, ()
DBBCE)OPFTIRILEAORELRH LB T LI L6, ThE6DI =y b compact/diffuse
OEBIZHEMCBEBLTVE Z LD h D, 02D dgrave/acute, flat/plain iz 2T, M6k K
ThLRABDOI LN DD b, BB, CHOLORKBRIUMERLZHEBICL- T, EAOHFE+H
HEL2ZATRRILAEELZDDTH S, ULOBHLL, RUEHEOHMBIIOVWTRADE S
BRIE2BDO Ay I TCHAAETHEIEDFTFEENL, $hbb, HABE - IEhEE2
BAREEVAZ S, ILINBUBRSNZEARKIZ Lo T, AUESEBHOZDD AR P LVE
BT HFHL P %o Tk, TRIZEIDEZERUN DX 2BHIEIED Y IR IBFHBREIAT
WBZEFFEAELNL, TNICLE>o THIDPBHMBLOL =y NE415L LDk, EHND 2 5
A EFAELTEBALELZIZYy P25 2 TWAI ERbLL B,

4.3 BERIIEZETE



MPHEOE 2 FIZ Lo T, B

2: BEARHEICT X i
22 BEANBIEALEAONNME KRB za-9 Lk FOHWEE

Y a ]l i lu] e |o -
compact(+)/diffuse(—) | + - - T |+ ﬂﬁ?éuk%peof\ﬂm
M EL 81 | 110 | —7.7| 108 |75 A AU A< 250 b O 90 Ml (R

WH 2 N EEEE DOGAHEEL L. AL
grave(+)/acute(—) + _ T _ T HEH41OZBOKBRETE 24
W fiE L s il [ wmelrs| [ OEsRREESEANEE

08 1 2 T 1 1] -1 |1 HORHELTHL, ZOLE
flat(+)/plain(—) _ " " AELTCTRBOEELXTR) (¥
o 1l 1 81 78 =5 BUEE). AMETEEET WV

1) X A & L C. DCP(Dynamic

L L = L ! Control training Parameters) & %

v,
44 NELEMPEESATEE

MEE2EELC RS T, +OFHICIELE, —ORMICR-1ENHEIIT R 5o ILMME2E
IAFBTE, DHEORERIEAOBERTE ) (FE2TE).

5 HEEEN

AN EBEF— sk, BEABRABESANRF Lz, 58 /aiveo/ OSEEIMA T, 5BFL
BT /ptkbdg/ OEAECVEEHOBHEOHBEHEORTM L. ¥ > 7 ¥ 7 A K 16kHz
THREL., BAEEOIBRLEOBS AW HML, BRWOMEL1ET L- AWM L, BROKE
TG SO T— ARy b VR fEo TABEMICE L, 22RMOERAHHRIBICXY D,
60dB&E S v KA AMBMOBERIT % Jo MHEIZ-05~05RICERIL 7

6 BREEE

H1OBEDRICL2ANERMH Ay P22 HEFTEHES00E) 0, EARKEORRTH
8L EORT. (a). (b). ()EZNZh, BEHFE, HDE INBORTH 2, ¥HUEE) L ¥
FUME) OO OBBRERZNEN, 963% LT0%THY, MHET2AHNMEL®EET &5
CREASEABBINELTE EFE2 LN, KoM (a) iXFH 12 Io TEBREBEHOEADE

WA abh, BHEOKE SHFRELFBEOM
MOoBmsStsRLTVD EEZLN L, B
Jo/ & compact % flat IZ It X T grave 77 §5 V>, EQAN
AULEETHS fan/ EHRTLHNI LADD
%o %72, Jef V% [a0/ il X T compact, /u/id/i/
12 o C diffuse. e/ 1d /i/ 12 H X T acute @ # X &
AREVOT, TALOHFHAITHBIE CAMKL
TwaEELLNE, ZORD D fajeo/ B L

(a): weight in Vowel-Distinctive

weight

LT N ] T ELORIBEBY OFFERL T B
sl N 1 Ju/ @ flat/plain % 1 A°— B F, B
20 > s EREplanoFEL ) S LAbR L, SR,

No. of unit n hidden2 HARFEO /u/ 3 ATEBEHIL, BOMORPRIM

=

4 EPHOBAFRBPE@HMERESZL) LE b2y /edbnbirv] PhBHdE



WTHEI LW, —ODREEELXONG, 72 INBOEZIIDOWTARSB L, M50 () D5E
L=y b KSEHID () D5FEL =y b, 6D (e) D4, 13F L=y bk, M8ERIN(c)DZH
?nw\zél:vb\EWMQ@5§1:vbt\ES&EMMQ®9§J:yb®lb®§&A
F=VHPTBY, Z00FEMOBEEHBIZ Lo TEBR AN S AIBEELENTVEOND
%, F7-HIDE OE A (K8L M9ID (b)) T, c-d(compact/diffuse) D 5. g-a(grave/acute) D 15, 2. f-
p(fat/plain) D9 F L =y P OEIA KB AZ VI L2 b, ZRZPAOFEEMBICHBCEELTY
2Ly PTHLZIENDY L, FLEAONYPHELEETTICLECHBAIRS LT, REk= 13
96.0% L 2, BERBRIEITE T, BEARUBOEAIINITH 5, £10 Jakobson b O F 4 +

(a): weight in OUT(compact/diffuse) H#FL&woit%ﬁoiﬁﬂ THRRTEL

8 T
"compact" —— Vo BT 4D,
6r : "diffuse" -+ -
ST T ST zew
2L T S / ]
£, BOIRT Za-F iy FERBOKENEL
2 , 72 (43050 £ & @ ¥ 51 T 97.0 %. 0.7 % & H- 7-
DEI+TEELRETH ) TLT, ZOBEK
ks ENERHNERLBEOMEIFHAERE O
6 BEWC//OoBELERTIOTHo 22 bR
-31 2 3 "t s by 1D Za—F 1V 3y MZlkoTARZ MU A
No. of unit in hidden2 LRNEEFHHENR TR EEbh2, T
(b) welght in HID(compactJdlﬁuse) . (d): weight of No.5,1 in HID(compact/diffuse)
IIH'D!I — ' '
] - . 4
o LA\ A A\
E £
=g =]
£ g
"1 23 456 7 8 9 10111213 14 15 "1 2 3 456 7 8 9 10111213 14 15
No. of unit in hidden1 No. of unit ir! hidden1 .
4 (c): weight in IN(compact/diffuse) 4 (e) welghl of Nos 13m IN(oompactldltfuse)
3 3 i 13 ]
2 24
18 1
0 0
g f] g o VWY ,
g g Ll .
-3 F
-4
5+
-8
0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000
frequency(Hz) frequency(Hz)

5: % & O & & 4% ¥ 1 (compact /diffuse)

—61—



BELLIIRIET LD, MEFOBTLEROBBEIHEL,ICL, ELLEEHEROBEOME
g2 B2 LTI EEZRBUC, AAUFHERERIEL T

£ X #

[1] R.Jakobson,C.G.M.Fant,M.Halle.: Preliminaries to Speech Analysis, Technical Report No.13, Acoustics

Laboratory, M.I1.T.,1952.

2 va7vy, 77 ¥ b N EFESTFER

(a): weight in OUT(grave/acute)

10
™ " “grave" ——
8 "acute" —+—
6+ P =
~, ,// A .

4+ _ - .

ol \v“/ ~ "
£
g 0
2

1 3 4 5
No. of unit in hidden2

6 (b): weight in HID(grave/acute)

“H'D" —

4t 4

2 %\/}@\M /
kS 0 7
=
(3
3 2t

-4 V/
-6 F ’
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
No. of unit in hidden1
8 (c): weight in IN(grave/acute)
. T T T T "lN"._
[
4
= 2
=
g

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000
frequency(Hz)

2% (F &4, HK). (1965)

weight .

weight

(d): weight of No.1,3,4 in HID(grave/acute)

1 2 3 45

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
No. of unit in hidden1

(e): weight of No.13,4 in IN(grave/acute)

) 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000. 6000 7000 8000

frequency(Hz)

6: % B % O E H £% $ f# (grave/acute)



B] LBEXE, FHNEE: ““a— 90 Ay VLI BEZRO-DOFRUEHOBRME. BH
RFERERIEHAHFEROBR TP ER T RIFEEB L H L. (1992.3) ‘
[4] ATR: DCP2 Technical Report((¥k) = 4 + 7 1 - 7— J 15 B & BF 25 i, WHR). (1989.9)

[6] PREAZE LBEXHE HINEE Nt torB=a-F iy POBRBOB., BAE
BEFMERCE. (1993.10)

(a): weight in OUT (flat/plain)

"flaf" ——
6l solain® o ]

5
2 0
= A
-2 o P .
o ,'/’ ™
-4 o e “
-8 h \\\4- -
_8 1
1 3 5
No. of unit in hidden2
6 (b): weight in HID(flat/plain) 6 (d): weight of No.4,2,5 in HID(fiat/plain)
5L "H'D" — ] 5
4 4+
3+ 3t
2+ 21
5 5
H 0 2 0
-1
-2
_3 -
i -4 F
-5 L L ) L " L i L ) " . L " -5 L It L L L L L | i ) L "
12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 1.2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
No. of unit in hidden1 No. of unit in hidden1
6 (c): weight in IN(flat/plain) 6 (e): weight of No.5,10 in IN{flat/plain)
TN p— - , ) 5 —— |
5 5 A o
4 4t 1
3 3
2 1 2 A 1
[ o N,
H 0 H 0 p—= N N
-1 -1 o A
2 -2 N
-3 -3
-4 -4 i
5 1 L. n 1 1 L N 5 * 1 1 1 1 1 1 n
0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000
frequency(Hz) frequency(Hz)

7 F B 1% O E 4% B E (fat /plain)



o &

C OWERE TS BAAEAZETEHEN L BRE CENTTF — ¥ BEOHHEZEROT > T 2 ER
CETSERARRE SE-b0ThHD, RUERERICHET2EL O#m ¥ 022w Tng 7ay 7y AKRE
OWBPBFEEB LTy V#dE, —a—F Wiy FO¥EF SO/ 5 ADCP2 2 FHIH & TH 22wz T A T 4
7 VHEBREEHEN. 1. RUEREROTFRR~OBHE IOV THERL ZEAFE
TOHFEEEOH B KZEOMTERKICEHT 5, )

(a): weight in Vowel-Distinctive

gt —
[ —
I npt
\ u
™ [P
- g —ac-

weight
o

g/a fip
distinctive feature

(b): weight in HID

L [—
A
b
2
]
=
-8 r i
ol e
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1011 12 13 14 15
No. of unit in hidden1
8 (c): weight in IN
"IN"_._
=
%
3

8 . L . . ) . .
0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000
frequency(Hz)

X 8: %8 % 0 E &4k HEEEEL(EE))

(a): weight in Vowel-Distinctive

15

[EEE

e

ng

[

g
e

E
E=4
£
-10 g7 A
-15
c/d g/a flp
distinctive feature
(b): weight in HID
10 T T
p o —— 1
. ».
2 .
[ T
N 4
-10 P Y S S S S S S N
1 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 1011 12 13 14 15
No. of unit in hidden1
(c): weight in IN
10 T T v .
TN —
=
2
S

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000
frequency(Hz)

9: T %0 EHREME(FE 2T E))



