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Some Utterance-final Syntactic and Prosodic Characteristics
Relevant to the Control of the Speaker Shift Phenomena in
Spontaneous Spoken Dialogues

Yasuo Horiuchi, Hanae Koiso, Syun Tutiya and Akira Ichikawa
Chiba University

Abstract  Syntactic and prosodic features of the final part of preutterances in Chiba Map Task Dialogue
Corpus have been analyzed that are useful in the prediction of the speakerhood of the next pre-utterance. A
preutterance is defined as a stretch of speech bounded by pauses. Major findings are (1) that some words
from the restricted set of part of speech are highly relevant to the shifting of the speakerhood regardless of the
silence preceding the second utterance, (2) that some particular expressions give signals for the approach of
the end of the utterance, (3) that certain prosodic features of the utterance of postparticles are relevant to the
shifting of speakerhood, (4) that the occurance of the “hat” type of pitch pattern, namely “rise-then-fall” convey
information on the shifting of speakerhood, (5) that certain phenomena concerning contextual information are
left to be unanalyzed in future and (6) that the analysis of the “latching” utterances shows that the hearer are
anticipating the initiator’s course of utterance while listening.

keywords: Chiba Map Task Dialogue Corpus, task-oriented dialogue, spontaneous spoken dialogue, speaker
shift, prosodic features
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