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Speed97: A speech creation tool for synthesizing
various kinds of speech

Masanobu ABE, Hideyuki MIZUNO, Shin’'ya NAKAJIMA
NTT Human Interface Laboratories
T239 1-1 Hikarinooka Yokosuka-Shi

We developed a tool (Speech editor 97) to create speech messages. Speed97 provides a graphical user interface to
manipulate parameters of speech synthesis, and makes it possible to synthesize various types of speech. The
manipulation is performed in text level such as to change Chinese characters and accent types, and in parameter
level such as to modify speech power, fundamental frequency and duration. Speed97 runs on UNIX and Windows95.
Speech messages created by Speed97 have several advantages. Examples include easy synchronization with other
media such as moving picture, because the speech is associated with phoneme symbols, and a low bit rate; i.e., only
phonetic symbols and prosodic parameters should be transmitted; approximately 1kbit/sec or less.
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