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A Study of Nonvisual Web Access Using Voice Input and Output

Chieko ASAKAWA Kozo KITAMURA (Tokyo Research Laboratory),
Takashi ITOH (Embedded Systems Business Unit) |
IBM Japan, Ltd.
E-mail: chie@trl.ibm.co.jp

Although the Web contains huge amounts of various kinds of data, it is very hard for the blind to access them,
since there is no adequate environment, and few screen readers are available with Windows 95. To open up the
Web as an information resource for the blind, we have built a prototype system called WebReadgr for readiﬁg out
Web pages in synthetic speech. Among the system's many individual features are the use of voice input and a
numeric keypad instead of a mouse and keyboard, and the use of a female voice for hyperlinks and a male voice
for plain text. o
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