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Abstract We have been conducting a comparative study on the dialogue-style and reading-
style, to construct prosodic rules for the synthesis of dialogue speech. In the current report,
analyses were conducted for the speech rate and rules were constructed with respect to the
prosodic structure defined based on the Fy contours. We have formerly defined 4 levels in
prosodic units based on the Fy contour modeling (so called Fujisaki’s modeling); prosodic sen-
tence, prosodic clause, prosodic phrase and prosodic word. These units are adopted for the
current analysis. In a prosodic sentence, the speech rate of dialogue-style speech started with a
value close to the case of reading-style, gradually increased, and then slowed down toward the
end of the sentence. Similar tendency was also observed in lower level units, but the degree of
speech rate change in a unit was smaller for minor levels. Based on the result, we give consid-
eration to the prosodic rules for synthesizing dialogue-style speech rate reflecting their prosodic
structure. :
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