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Barrier-Free Windows Environment for Blind People

Tetsuya WATANABE', Shinichi OKADA', and Tohru IFUKUBE'

*National Institute of Vocational Rehabilitation
t*Research Institute for Electronic Science, Hokkaido University

One purpose of our recent R&D is to provide an environment in which blind people can use many kinds of popular
application software on PCs. The first step to this goal was the development of a screen reader which works on
Windows, a widely-spreading operating system. The second step is to vocalize applications indispensable in the
workplaces. At the same time, we invited the cooperation of developers in vocalizing their own applications. As a
result, an electronic timetable product and an electronic encyclopedia were improved to be accessible for blind people
for the first time. As these products are designed for general purpose, blind people can obtain the newest information at

low prices as sighted people can do.
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