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abstract  In this paper, we analyze the theoretical status of the turn-taking rules which were proposed by Sacks,
Schegloff and Jefferson to explain the cases in which the participants of a conversation orderly take turns to start their
utterances. In the Japanese Map Task Corpus, there are observed a fairly large number of aberrations from what is
expected by the application of the turn-taking rules, namely the cases in which one speaker starts talking while the other
is still speaking. We propose that the theory of conversational implcature, derived from Grice's theory of co-operative
principle, can account for a substantial portion of such aberrations, by stipulating that the interlocutor grasps what is
implicated by what is said before the utterance is completed. There are other cases which can not be explained by this
stipulation but it can be pointed out that to account for them, it is necessary to look more closely into the nature of the
rules employed in those cases.
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