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This paper reports a system which restores Japanese abbreviations. This system accepts an abbre-
viation and hypothesizes its original phrases with likelihood. The system chooses the candidates from
a newspaper corpus and three dictionaries using some restoration heuristics. The heuristics are: “the
candidate word includes all the constituents of the abbreviation in the same order”, “the abbreviation
and the candidate use the same character set”, “the number of characters of the candidate is less than
four times of the number of the abbreviation characters”, and “the characters of the abbreviation do not
appear successively in the candidate.” The system is tested against 404 abbreviations and over 70% of
them are restored successfully. Effectiveness of the heuristics is also evaluated.
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