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Prosodic Control for Japanese Text-to-Speech Systems

Using Statistical Language Models

Yasushi Ishikawa and Kunio Nakajima

Information Technology R&D Center, Mitsubishi Electric Corporation

Abstract

A prosodic control method is one of the most important issues for naturalness of

synthesized speech in Japanese text-to-speech systems. In prosodic control, a syntactical
feature of a sentence is an important factor for generating intonation. In general, parameters
based on tree structure of a sentence are used as a syntactical parameter, However, it is not
easy to extract tree structure from sentences. Thus, we proposed a prosodic control methods
using statistical language models which represent local syntactical features of sentences. We
also report results of experiments on estimation of pause position of utterances.
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