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Abstract A plan of anthropomorphic spoken dialogue agent development is presented and its significance
is discussed. With a 3-year financial supoport from IPA, a research team launched a project. The system
will consists of four modules: speech recognition, speech synthesis, facial animation, and agent integration.
Fully utilizing open softwares for speech recognition and facial image generation already developed under
IPA supports, speech synthesis and agent integration will be newly developed. Significance of this plan is
discussed in many aspects including solution to human interface crisis, industorial applications, finding
new speech research issues, multimodality research, and open source provision of a software kit and
platform for future research.
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