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An Examination of Speech Recognition for News Commentary
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Abstract . . . . L
The “speech in a news commentary” has some linguistic and acoustic features which are

different from those of read speech. In this paper, we applied some rules, which represented the
linguistic features of news commentary, to news manuscripts, and generated word sequences, which
was then used for language model adaptation. We also added a large amount of transcriptions of the
news programs to this training data. On the other hand, we found the speech rate of news
commentary speech was sometimes much faster than that of read speech. Thus, we changed the
structure of acoustic models with speaker adaptation so as to recognize phonemes whose durations
were relatively short. As a result, we improved the word accuracy of 5.1%.
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