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BEP: a practical bilingual speech synthesis system for Japanese

T. Watanabea? and M. Kiriakeb

aDepartment of Information Science, Shonan Institute of Technology,
b ARGV (Accessibility Research Group for the Visually-impaired)

The Bilingual Emacspeak Platform (BEP) is a bilingual, Japanese and English,
text-to-speech system for Japanese visually impaired Emacs users. Making full
use of helpful functions of the existing Japanese screen-readers and trying to
fulfill the requirements of advanced users, we are developing bilingual version of
Raman’s Emacspeak and bilingual speech servers for both Windows and Linux.
In this paper, the authors firstly review the features of existing Japanese text-to-
speech system and then, based on the experiences of BEP, show the
requirements of a bilingual speech synthesis system for efficient and practical
use.
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