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Development and Evaluation of Takemaru-kun Spoken Guidance 
System and Portability to Kita-chan and Kita-robo Systems
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Abstract  We have been developing and operating “Takemaru-kun” spoken information guidance system 
in North Community Center in Ikoma city these four years. Takemaru-kun, which is composed of large 
vocabulary continuous speech recognition program Julius and Q-A database, is now widely used by Ikoma 
citizens, mainly children. All inputs have been recorded and the first two-year data are annotated. 
Takemaru-kun system improvement based on two year annotated data is also reported. 

Takemaru-kun was successfully ported to two spoken information guidance systems in Gakken North 
Ikoma railway station in the end of this March. These two systems are CG agent type “Kita-chan” , and robot 
type “Kita-robo”. The portability of acoustic models from Takemaru-kun to Kita-robo is also discussed. 
Keyword  Spoken information guidance system Large vocabulary continuous speech recognition
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