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In a computational approach to music cognition, it is essential to hold a clear, rigid view of
how music cognition is to be characterized, what problems are to be pursued, and what should
be realized. From a cognitive viewpoint, it is often the case that the concepts incorporated
in traditional styles of music analysis must themselves be totally revised. This paper presents
a critical introduction to the issues raised in music cognition research. The discussed topics
include score-level symbolization, tonal and metritﬁ{stmctures, group segmentation, hierarchical
structures, and detection of conformance. The presented view is based on the recognition of
music cognition as cooperative-competitive distributed processing.
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