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Melody Analysis of Nagauta by Using Computer

Masato Yako
Kyushu Institute of Design, Department of Acoustic Design

This Paper is to report a melodic analysis of ten Nagauta pieces by using computer. If
ornamented note progressions are removed from both parts, we are able to find the fundamental
unison notes in both parts. First, how the voice parts follow the shamisen parts were analyzed
statistically. It was found that in Kudoki sections the voice parts have a tendency to be behind the
shamisen parts. Second, in the shamisen melody, the duration patterns in a bar were analyzed
and classified. And lastly, the simulations of note series based on these analyzed data were done.
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