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Abstruct: This article is the review of the interdisciplinary study, having been per-
formed, on a comparison of vocal expressions in Japanese traditional and western classi-
cal-style singing, using a common verse.

When the Japanese language is sung in western classical-style, the natural qualities
and nuances are frequently lost and the lyrics may be difficult to comprehend. In order
to resolve the problems, an important first siep would be to examine Japanese tradition-
al singing, with its rich linguistic historical and cultural base, and then compare it
to western-style vocalization.

In the present study performed, a common verse is sung by a number of professional
artists, through which the acoustic features of vocal expression in various traditional
Japanese arts will be elucidated and compared to a western approach.
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