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Representation of the melisma in koto songs
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Abstract: This paper describes knowledge representation of the melisma in koto songs. A melisma is
composed of melodic patterns, and a melodic pattern is represented by diagram, which is a class in
knowledge representation. Instances of each class are acquired from example melodies noted on a
score, then they are used to generate other melodies. This paper shows that the instances of melodic
patterns are limited under the constraint of musical scale. This paper indicates that there are various
combinations of melodic patterns, so that the melisma can be modified by oral instruction. The
combinations of melodic patterns should be analyzed to build a score database of koto music.
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