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Tempora Fluctuation and I nfant Attention

“IChisato Mitani “Takayuki Nakata

Abstract
Weexamined infants' attention to sound sequences as afunction of ther regulaity of timing
and their rd aive familiarity (first fivetridsand last five trids). We messured infants' aten-
tiontotheregular and irregular sequences using a preferentia looking (listening) procedure.
Infants 6-8 months of age listened longer to the regular sound sequences, but only during the
last five trids. Infants 9-11 months of age did not show evidence of differentid listening on
thebasis of sequence regularity, but ther attention waned from early to later. Results suggest
that regular tempo may be ecol ogicadly morerdevant information for 6-8 month-ol dsthan 9-

11 month-olds.
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Figurel. Mean listening times (and standard erros of the mean) for regular and i rregul ar sound sequences

across thefirst five and second five trialsfor 6-8 month-olds (left panel) and 9-11 month-olds (right

pand).
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