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Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institute
Aerial photograph data base Retrieval System

Taisaku Itoh
Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institute

2-9-1 Nijou-chou, Nara-shi 630, Japan

Aerial photographs hold various information within them. In the case of older photos, they
reverl information about geographical features lost in land development or natural causes.

About a decade after the end of W.W.II, the Japanese commenced taking aerial photos for
toporogical survey. Since then a vast amount of shots have been taken through the periods of
national development project and high economical growth.

Around twenty years ago, our institute started to take those aerial photos into custdy with
the view that they were a sort of cultural properties, and now they amount to six thausand
canisters or more than a million frames.

We introduce here a Retrieval System for those aerial photos that tells the presence of
the frame holding certain location, with the date of shooting, reduced scale, type of film
and condition of picture.
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