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DENDROCHRONOLOGY AND TREE-RING DATA BASE
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Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institute has started preliminary work for
dendrochronology in Japan since 1980.

The result of various investigations has proved that Hinoki (Chamaecyparis obtusa
Endl.), Sugi (Cryptomeria japonica D.Don) and Koyamaki (Sciadopitys verticillata Sieb.et
Zucc.) are the most suitable species for dendrochronological application in Japan.
Presently, the standard ring pattern (master chromology) in Hinoki covers 2194 years from
present time to 206 B.C. It has shown that this master chronology could be used for the
dating of wooden materials from architecural,art histrical and archaeological fields in
wide area.

The number of tree-ring data accumlated from 1980 is close upon 4 million data. In
1986, we constrcted tree-ring data base (Nara National Cultural Properties Research
Institute Dendrochronology System: NADS).
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