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Image Database
as Visual Thinking Augmentation Environment

Hisashi Kasahara Tomio Kishimoto
NTT Human Interface Laboratories

1-2356, Take, Yokosuka-shi, Kanagawa 238-03, Japan

We refer to the cooperative environment between a user and a computer
which enhances the value of the image database system up to the level where a
powerful visual thinking space is created. The human thinking stages and the
ways of mnemonic access in the course of them are studied, as "browsing",
"hunting” and "processing" stages, to clarify the scope of our research. Our
recent research results are introduced. They include the navigational
cooperation which augments the user's mnemonic browsing process and the
3-dimensional interaction which operates 3-D shape as a supplement to their
mnemonic hunting process.
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