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This study tries to discover the patterns of life-styles
which were dominant in pre-industrial Japan in order to obtain
a new insight into its civilisation. The sources chosen are sur-
viving copies of a popular semi-holy bocock which comprehensively
informed its users of the basic polite knowledge at that time.
The question to be asked is how each copy was used: An answer
will appear from the dark lines of wear and tear on the copy's
bottom side, the historical record unconsciously made by 1its
users’ hands.

The photographs of wvarious examples of such parts of the
book will be scanned and processed into bar graphs, and by multi-
variate analyses, the patterns of these garphs will be arranged
in some possibly significant sets of groups. These new classifica-
tions will urge historians to reconsider the social structure
of pre-industrial Japan, and hence the nature of its civilisation.
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