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Development of Kanji Ability Diagnostic Test (3)
( CAT : Computer Assisted Testing )
System Concept, Development and Application
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A "Kanji Ability Diagnostic Tést" which evaluates the stage of Kanji acquisitibn of learners at the elementary
level (mastery of 300-500 Kanji) was prepared, and the development of a CAT program run on a personal
computer considered. This system measures not only the overall level of achievement of a learner and evaluates
whether a learner has achieved a certain target line, but also gives each learner advice which will prove helpful
in future study. A list of 12 study items thought necessary in the learning of Kanji was dréwn up: The display of
the results of the test for each of these items on a twelve-axis radar chart provides learners with a graphic
representation of weaknesses in their individual "Kanji Ability (state of Kanji acquisition)” and areas which
need further emphasis during study. However, the abilitiy measurement system using a computer as mentioned
above exhibits the following major differences to tﬁe learning support system: (1) use of the system is basiéally
limited to once only ; (2) any lack of thoroughness in instruction must not lead to erroneous input; and (3)
testing can be completed in the shortest time possible. Points for further improvement are considered and an

application of CAT to the WWW server proposed.
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When you Jook up the following Kanji with Kanji dictionary, which part of the
Kanji do you regard as its radical ? Choose the part
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