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Joetsu, Nigata 9U3, Japan Toyama 930, Japan

Since the revision of the Immigration Law in 1990, there has been growing the number of
foreign schoolchildren who need to study the Japanese language in Japanese schools. As far
as teaching Japanese to children is concerned, it is important to distinguish cognitive-
academic language proficiency from basic interpersonal communication skills. Young
learners of the Japanese language who are fluent in daily conversation often have
difficulties in understanding language-dependent subjects, e.g. social studies and science.

In this project we translated four volumes of Japanese science textbooks into Chinese and
developed a part of multimedia science materials with characters, pictures, sounds, etc.
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