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Basic Research on the Encoding of Kanji
for the Transmission of Technical Information Via Internet

Hidenori Saito, Yoshiaki Yanagisawa, Shoichi Yokoyama

The National Language Research Institute
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Center for Teaching of Japanese as a Second Language

In order to improve the efficiency of education in technical subjects, it is essential to develop the
means to transmit technical information in the Japanese language, and to examine the characteristics
of Kanji used specialized fields. In this study, we show that it is possible to use a structured four-byte
code to encode both a large scale Kanji database as well as sets of characters.used in specialized fields,
within a single framework. Next, we describe a database which includes indices of frequency and familiarity
of characters which could be used in adapting literature using specialized Kanji for educational purposes.
Finally, we describe a software system for allowing people studying Japanese overseas to accumulate and
organize their personal observations from a variety of media, looking for rules and systematic

regularities which connect them.
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