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Classification of Saddharmapundarika
Based on Statistical Analysis

Yumi OUSAKA and Moriichi YAMAZAKI
Sendai National College of Technology '
Kami-Ayashi, Aobaku, Sendai 989-3124

The texis of the Saddharmapundarika, which is one of the most important manuscripts
in the study of the Buddhism, are classified into three kinds of texts, Nepal, Kashmir and
Cenitral Asia. In order to emendate the critical texts to each kind, it is indispensable to
classify these many manuscripts, which have many differences as well as many analo-
gous features, into proper groups. For clarification of these texts, we apply the principal
component analysis and also the cluster analysis to the data, which describe the similar-
ity between the verses of different manuscripts, that is, the informations on the corre-
~ spondences of words and -also character sequences. As a result, we can successfully
classify 32 manuscripts into two large groups and several small groups: a group consist-
ing of ten paper manuscripts for Nepal, one group comprising of nine palm and two
paper manuscripts. The Kashmir and Central Asia manuscripts belong to these small
~ groups. These results grossly correspond to the conclusion obtained by applying the
same method to the data, which are selected on the basis of the linguistic discussions on
the manuscripts.
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