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Development of a digital dictionary of historical characters

with search function of similar characters

YAMADA Shoji*', WAIZUMI Yuji*?,
KATO Nei*2, and SHIBAYAMA Mamoru*?

x1 International Research Center for Japanese Studies
x2 Graduate School of Information Sciences, Tohoku University
*3 Media Center, Osaka City University

Developing an computerized dictionary of historical characters would be effective to
improve the reading speed of historical documents. Using the digitized character
images, we can also browse characters similar to an example. A key issue for imple-
menting the search function of the similar characters is how to define the character
feature and the similarity between two characters. We developed a computerized
historical character dictionary by using some character features and similarities,
which are used in Japanese off-line hand-written OCR technology, and using stroke

information in addition to them.
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