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Segmentation of Characters for Historical Woodblock-Printed Books

Akinori Tsuboi* Kozaburo Hachimura! Mitsu Yoshimurat

Abstract O This paper describes a method and experimental results of character segmentation for digitized
Japanese historical woodblock-printed books. The method includes a removal of stain and smear, binariza-
tion, extraction of character lines and extraction of characters by region labelling. The binarization has been
done by recursively applying the Otsu’s method which realized a good performance of character segmenta-
tion eliminating the influence of stain and smears. The result of character segmentation can be utilized, for

instance, for making an index and a dictionary of characters used in the books.
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