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A Consideration on Regional Differences
between
Shapes of the Keyhole Tomb Mounds

Kazumasa Ozawa

Osaka Electro-Communication University

More than 5,000 Keyhole tombs still remain all over the country excepting secluded places such as
Hokkaido or Okinawa. It has been considered as a mainstream that prototypes of Keyhole tomb
mounds were first built in Kinki region where the ancient central regime started, and then their plans
propagated to other regions. In fact, many examples were found in different regions far away from
Kinki region, which are very similar to prototypes in shape. On the other hand, there are a number of
exceptional examples that cannot be explained on the lines of the mainstream. In this paper, a
quantitative consideration on such exceptional examples has been presented based on the floor plans
of the tomb mounds. A support system for estimating floor plans of Keyhole tomb mounds has been

playing a key role in this work.
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