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Diachronic Characteristics of Syllable Statistics in Japanese Literature

Hirokazu SATO
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This paper reports diachronic characteristics of syllable statistics in Japanese language over a thousand
years. Four classical or modern literary texts, that is, “Manyoo-shuu Anthology” in Nara era, “The Tale

of Genji” in Heian era, “The Tale of the Heike” in Muromachi era, and “Collected Speeches of Soseki
Natsume” as modern literature were analyzed. A unique characteristic based on the exponential
distribution in syllable statistics through four periods is described. Moreover, relationship between
“semiotic temperature” determining the characteristic and entropy of syllables is discussed from

viewpoints of information theory.
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