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Design and Prototypmg of a System to Support Learning Japanese
for Non-native Students.

Hirokazu Bandoh’, Shin-ichi Sawada’, Yuriko Fukao™, Masaki Nakagawa’
"Dept. of Computer Science, Tokyo Univ. of Agriculture and Technology.
“International Students Center, Tokyo Univ. of Agriculture and Technology.

This paper describes a system to support learning Japanese for non-native students. The
system is composed of three tools. “Hiragana dictation tool” supports dictation practice,
“Hiragana and Katakana writing practice tool” and “Kanji writing practice tool” support writing
practice. Three tools have been designed so that non-native students are able to learn Japanese
through the same user interface as much as possible. Thus, the learners can save their time to
learn how to use the system and spend it mostly for learning. An editing tool for teaching
materials has been providéd for teachers so that even those who are not familiar with computers
can prepare teaching materials easily. The Foreign Students Center in our university has started

to use the system.
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