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Abstract: For learners of second languages, the task of learning the proper usage of idioms is
difficult. In order to learn idioms more efficiently and effectively, Japanese learners would benefit
from starting with the most frequently used idioms. For this purpose, a ranking of idioms by
their frequency would be beneficial. This paper will discuss how literary and newspaper corpora
were used to develop an idiom database. Also, some problems with the currently available
reference books about idioms, some proposed solutions, and the method of ranking idioms based
on frequency -are discussed.
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