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Towards a Tool for Taking Lecture Notes

Hajime TATSUKAWA, Nigel WARD
University of Tokyo
O Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8656, Japan
O 03-5841-6282
0 E-Mail: tatukawa@sanpo.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Abstract O Students still take lecture notes using pencil and paper — although digital documents are more
legible, easier to search in and easier to edit — in part because of the lack of software to support note-taking.

O Lecture notes are characterized by free spatial organization, many small chunks of text, a dense mix of text and
graphic elements, and general sloppiness.

O These characteristics imply that a note-taking system should use pen and keyboard; allow the swift entry of
text at any desired position; and minimize the need to switch between input tools.

O Four students used the system to take notes in class over several months; two rated it preferable to pencil and

paper, suggesting that taking lecture-notes with the computer is feasible.
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(a) pointing at blank space = create a textbox and add text
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(b) pointing at atextbox => add text to it
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