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A Proposal of Support System of Cooperative Distance Learning

KAZUHIKO MURAKAMI' and HISAO KolzuMi'
t Graduate School of Science and Engineering, Tokyo Denki University

In Distance Learning, whether learning is synchronous or asynchronous, the problem
remains of how to create a learning environment that duplicates the ability of face-to-face
instruction to provide direct contact with, and questioning of, the teacher, and of the
ability of those being taught to learn from each other and compete among themselves. This
paper proposes a support system for cooperative learning that uses WBT. The system
handles the formation of groups of students at the outset of learning, searches, and
participation in an ongoing learning group; it also identifies respondents and provides
support for communications. Evaluation of the proposed system was performed both for
top-down learning, where the teacher decides the theme of teaching, and for bottom-up
learning, where the students decide the theme of study. The results showed significant
contributions to understanding and satisfaction.
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