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Shobu-te in game playing

Hitoshi Matsubara & Hiroyuki Iida
Electrotechnical Laboratory, 1-1-4 Umezono, Tsukuba, Tbaraki, 305 JAPAN
e-mail: {matsubar,iida}@etl.go.jp

ABSTRACT:

This paper describes an analysis of Shobu-te in game playing. Shobu-teis a Japanese word,
which means an all-or-nothing move, a confusing move, or sometimes a risky move. Shobu-te
plays an important role for an expert game player when the game is going against him. In
such a case, if a player keeps making the normal moves (the least unsatisfactory moves), he
will lose the game without having any chances to win. An expert player, however, makes the
Shobu-te trying to pull a game out of the fire. Although that move may hasten the player’s
loss if the opponent deals appropriately with the situation, it expects the opponent to make a
mistake or to waste his time. The goal of our research is to construct a game program that
can make Shobu-te. Shogi is used as an example of games in this paper.
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