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Study of Japanese Zero Pronouns in Discourse Processing

Kei YOSHIMOTO

Basic Research Laboratories, Nippon Telegram and Telephone Corporation

Zero pronouns, i.e. obligatory cases not expressed explicitly in sentences, play an important role in
Japanese anaphora system. Topic structure in the discourse is shown to be useful in identifying what
zero pronouns refer to. Syntactically, types of conjunctives and existence or nonexistence of a topic
provide a key to the identification of the zero pronoun with the subject expressed explicitly in a
complex sentence. The latter idea is verified by being applied to a Japanese-English translation
system.
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