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A Representation for Temporal Relationships in Japanese Narrative Texts
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The temporal relationships between the events and states that are described in successive sentennces in a
narrative discourse create for the reader an imagined timestream as a dimension of the narrative world in

which the events and states occur.
In this paper, we examine the temporal expressions in Japanese narrative texts and describe a method of

representing the temporal retationships between the events and states. The representation takes the notion of
temporal intervals as primitives and involves the information about time points and durations of the events

and states.
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