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The Classification of Japanese I[diomatic Expressions
and its Application in Japanese-to-English Machine Translation

Masahiro OKU
NTT Electrical Communications Laboratories
1-2356 Take, Yokosuka-shi, Kanagawa 238, Japan

This paper presents analysis methods for Japanese idiomatic expressions which work as
predicates. In Japanese-to~English translation, it is important’ to analyze Japanese
idiomatic expressions because correct translations carnot be made by simply translating
each component word. In this method, Japanese idiomatic expressions which work as
predicates are classified based on the following two points:

- The meaning relation between component words and the whole expression.

- The strength of combination between component words.

This process produces three classifications.

1. Ildioms.

2. Expressions with strongly bound component words.

3. Expressions with functional verbs.

Yorking with the features of each of these three classifications, this method can
successfully analyze about 90% of all predicate idiomatic expressions in Japanese.
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