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An Interpretation System for Inter-Keyboard Dialogues

Hitoshi IIDA, Kiyoshi KOGURE and Hiroyuki MAEDA

ATR Interpreting Telephony Research Laboratories
Twin 21 Bldg. MID Tower, 2-1-61 Shiromi, Higashi-ku, Osaka 540 Japan

A new method of interpreting inter-keyboard dialogues, which deals with such conversation-
specific phenomena as ellipses, utterance intentions, and dialogue structures, is shown. A study of
inter-keyboard dialogue understanding and its interpretation system can be said to be a first step
toward the realization of an interpreting telephone. The key ideés of our method are to understand
inter-utterance structures as well as the structure of the utterance itself by means of the same
unification-based phrase structure mechanism, to detach an utterance intention type from a
‘propositional part’, and to generate an utterance in a target-language by combinning the

translated part with the intention type.
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