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Whenever we try to make rules such as “case frames” for verbs or “thesaurus” for the
selectional restriction of nouns for the natural language understanding we immediately
encounter the difficulty of fixing the boundary between the standard and non-standard
(exceptional) usage of words. Authors believe one basically important way to remedy this
problem is to make close and extensive investigation of the usage of words which is (or
seems to be) non-standard, prior to the design of the rule systems.

In this paper, first, the results of the extensive investigation of Japanese non-

“

standard expressions and the like, including so-called “idioms” is overviewed.

Second, the problem of the treatment of the variants of these expressions is discussed.
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